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Resistance & 
Alternatives 
Conclusions and evaluations 

On March 17 2019, Global Aktion (formerly Afrika 

Kontakt) hosted the Resistance & Alternatives 

conference in Copenhagen. 

Thank you for your participation in the event, but 

most importantly thank you for fighting alongside us 

and the rest of the world, to move towards a 

better future. 

Motivation behind the conference 

Our motivation for hosting the conference was to 

gather activists from a number of organisations and 

struggles under one roof, to network, learn from 

each other and grow with each other. We see a 

rising number of activist initiatives both in 

Copenhagen, nationally and globally, and we believe 

that even though we may focus on many different 

issues, we are all fighting a larger battle together. A 

battle against inequality, against corporate greed 

and impunity, against the destruction of our climate, 

and the value of profit over peoples. 

Where do we go from here? 

Before we go into the evaluations, the most 

important thing to focus on is where do we go from 

here? We hope that this document will serve as a 

reminder of some of the inspiration of 

togertherness, that was felt when we met on the 

17th of March. We hope that if you are an activist, 

you will bring into your activism the following:  

 The benefits of co-creating solutions with 

other activists, to learn from each other, 

to see all of the nuances of a struggle, and 

to strengthen the Danish network of 

activist.  

 The importance of connecting the fight 

that you are fighting with others, across 

struggles and organisations. To keep in 

mind that while we all have valid areas of 

focus or priorities, we are all fighting the 

same unjust system.  

It is also important for us to underline, that if you 

want to keep working on some ideas or initiatives 

from the conference, please contact us. We will be 

happy to put you in touch with like-minded people, 

offer a space for meetings, or any other way that 

we can support new initiatives. 

We hope that the future will see more 

initiatives like the conference, to bring 

together activists from all over 

Denmark, and all over the world, to 

work together. We need to stand 

together, in order to strengthen Danish 

activism. 

 

 

In the following pages, you will find the organiser’s 

evaluation on the conference in terms of the goals, 

results and lessons learned. You will find an 

overview of each of the 17 workshops, and finally a 

thorough conclusion for each of the 17 workshops, 

as contributed by our great workshop facilitators. 

 

Sincerely, 

The organisers: Development for Whom? – an 

independent workgroup in Afrika Kontakt, and the 

secretariat of Afrika Kontakt. 
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The organiser’s 
evaluation 
In the following pages, you will find the organiser’s 

evaluation on the conference in terms of the goals, 

results and lessons learned. 

Overall evaluation 

A total of 161 people signed up for the conference, 

and we were joined by international speakers from 

Colombia, Western Sahara, Mauritius, a London-

based Palestinian movement, the Philippines and 

South Africa. We even saw quite a few participants 

travelling from Sweden or Danish cities faraway to 

Copenhagen. 

The sheer interest in participating in the conference 

can only be ruled a success, and we are both happy 

and thankful for anyone who chose to spend their 

Sunday with us, discussing constructive solutions for 

now and for the future. 

A total of 17 workshops were conducted, and the 

goal was to target a wide range of struggles, all of 

which have activism in common as a tool to fight 

back. Unfortunately, we had to cancel two 

workshops in the days up to the conference (one 

on minorities and safe spaces in activism, and one 

on creating a Danish Elite Watch) due to 

coordination issues. A few other workshops had to 

be scratched on the drawing board, simply because 

we struggled to find facilitators or to find a strong 

angle on creating solutions for the themes. 

While we are satisfied with having targeted so many 

different issues, and we certainly feel that the 17 

issues addressed are very important, we also hope 

to be able to bring focus to many other issues in 

the future. Another important consideration in this 

aspect is that in 2019, the conference was made 

from Global Aktion’s own agenda - in the future, 

we find it essential to include many more 

organisations in creating the fabric and themes of 

such events. 

 

Evaluation of goals 

At the beginning of the development phase of the 

conference, we set out to promote two goals, each 

of which should target respectively the resistance 

and the alternatives aspect of the conference: 

1. Highlight commonalities between social 

movements in the Global South and the 

Global North > RESISTANCE. 

2. Create a space that allows participants to 

exchange and to foster co-creating 

solutions > ALTERNATIVES. 

Evaluation of goal #1 

We hoped to reach this objective through inviting 

guests from all over the world to speak on the 

struggles they are facing, and to connect all of these 

struggles with each other, and with the struggles we 

face in the Global North. The input of our six 

international speakers were crucial in creating this 

bridge, where we as Danish activists are able to 

mirror ourselves in the injustices around the world, 

and vice versa. All of the workshop facilitators were 

also asked to help further this way of thinking, by 

identifying systematic issues that globally affect the 

themes discussed within the workshop. 

The balance between speaking about our own 

social, cultural and historical context here in 

Denmark and relating it to the struggles and 

injustices seen around the world is a hard one to 

keep appropriate. How do we at the same time 

acknowledge both our own privileges and solve our 

own specific set of struggles and injustices, while 

also remembering our comrades around the world, 

who face a different set of struggles and injustices, 

and in many cases have much less privilege than 

ourselves? 

It is difficult for us as organisers to say confidently 

that we absolutely ensured this balance and over-all 

goal to be met. We believe we took a step in the 

right direction to help solidify the many local 

struggles of many different countries and making us 

all more aware about the bigger issues we are 

currently facing on a global scale, which are the 

same to us all no matter which organization you 
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work with, or which type of activism you practice. 

We hope that this awareness will grow in the 

future, and help solidify co-creation of solutions 

across struggles, organisations and borders. 

Evaluation of goal #2 

The space we hoped to create on the day was for 

people to meet across organisations, to learn from 

each other, inspire each other, and to create 

solutions to specific issues, together. This goal was 

very ambitious and we believe that we met it 

halfway, but only halfway. There is still room for 

improvement, but the conference also targeted – 

perhaps impossibly – complicated issues that are 

hard to find solutions for within a matter of hours. 

We were both happy and impressed to see such a 

mixture of backgrounds within the list of 

participants. Both activists, students, and people 

who have worked professionally with many of these 

issues gave input to each workshop. This mixture of 

new, old, of different schools of thoughts, point of 

view and areas of focus are exactly the kind of 

diversity we believe is important when it comes to 

thinking of new ways to target issues. From talking 

to facilitators, participants and from reading the 

conclusions of each workshop, we believe that it 

had a very positive effect on creating diversified 

ways of thinking in the workshops. 

Many workshops did not reach to a point of 

creating actual initiatives, networks or actions to 

carry forward. This is not the fault of anyone one 

particular, but the result of a very ambitious hope 

for the outcomes of a two-hour discussion between 

mostly strangers. While we as organisers had hoped 

that the take-away from the conference would be 

new initiatives and action-plans to work from, we 

are not entirely dissatisfied with the fact that this 

did not become a concrete outcome of the 

workshop. We still hope that this way of thinking 

about activism and solutions has inspired the 

participants, and that while the conference itself 

may not be the birthplace of new initiatives and 

networks across organisations, hopefully you – the 

participants – will carry this way of thinking forward 

with you. 
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Summary of the 
workshops 
In the following, you will find a brief summary of 

each of the workshops, and the main 

takeaways/results of the workshops. This is for 

anyone who wishes a brief overview of the entire 

conference. 

You will find a more detailed summary of the 

discussions and outcomes for each workshop in the 

next section. 

1. Dispossession of land, solidarity with 

people living under occupation, and 

minorities living inside or outside occupied 

territories. 

The participants in this workshop discussed 

alternatives to the struggle such as putting pressure 

on politicians both in Denmark and in the occupied 

territories, boycotting tourism in occupied 

territories and supporting activism in occupied 

areas including campaigns in Denmark. 

2. The shrinking space of civil society 

globally. What does it mean to be an activist 

in very repressive environments? How do we 

push back, while staying safe? 

This workshop sought to create solutions on how 

to keep resistance alive while staying safe. Access to 

information and international campaigns was 

emphasized. The need to claim and reclaim space in 

civil society must begin with self-reflection of which 

ways our civil space is limited - more awareness. 

We need to build alliances for activists across the 

globe to create activist citizens. 

3. The fight against transnational 

corporations. Focus on resistance, 

alternatives and better utilisation of natural 

resources. 

In this workshop the need for an international 

network was emphasized. The network should act 

as a space where where activists across the globe 

can support each other in terms of translation, 

sharing messages with media etc. We should think 

past resistance in terms of making long term 

solutions (i.e. changes in regulations) instead of 

short term solutions (i.e. occupations and 

blockades)   

4. The role of NGO’s in relation to marine 

resources, in Denmark and globally: Should 

the marine resources be privatized, or 

should it be conservation? Are there other 

alternatives? 

In this workshop the participants discussed the pros 

and cons of privatisation to come up with 

alternatives - and how to involve and mobilise 

people in this work. [We have not received a 

summary of this workshop] 

5. When your education becomes privatized 

With a facilitator from South Africa in this 

workshop it was discussed what can we learn from 

the South African education struggle. We need an 

international demand for free education that can be 

claimed if we build a ‘global school’ that should 

work as a network across the globe. The students 

can use their power in the study boards by taking 

back the ownership of knowledge production.  

6. Building a genuine climate-labor alliance 

As goes for many of the workshop this workshop 

also emphasized the need for an international 

network. The network should bring together trade 

unions and the climate movement. Suggestions 

were made to enter into a dialogue with the largest 

unions in Denmark to discuss climate issues, and to 

engage union people in climate activism, i.e. in 

demonstrations and events. 

7. International organisations working with 

trade unions and workers' rights. How can 

unions be used in progressive forms of 

activism worldwide? 

The workshop was focusing on how international 

organisations that work with trade unions can work 

together to strengthen the resistance and secure 
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fair rights, wages and working conditions. [We have 

not received a summary of this workshop]. 

8. Industrialized agriculture destroys people, 

the environment and the climate. Where is 

the alternative? 

This workshop took a closer look on the 

production chain of industrialized agriculture. The 

fight against industrialized agriculture is a fight 

against capitalism. This struggle goes hand in hand 

with social justice. Alternatives can be brought to 

light by bringing this into the curriculums in the 

education system. 

9. Resisting and opposing free trade - and 

how to set another agenda. 

In this workshop the impacts of international trade 

and investment deals like CETA and TTIP and what 

an alternative trade policy might look like was 

discussed. [We have not received a summary of this 

workshop] 

10. Art, culture and resistance. How can this 

be used as activism to influence, garner 

support and create awareness and 

consolidate movements? 

This workshop discussed cultural boycott. The art 

establishment has a global responsibility, and 

museums, arts and funding was identified as main 

areas of focus. The term “art washing” was used to 

describe oppressive states and actors who support 

arts to assert themselves. Discussed the importance 

of informing art consumers, artists and museums 

alike on this issue. 

11. Western Sahara - how do we influence 

resource grabbing and garner political 

support? 

In the context of Western Sahara it is important to 

put pressure on the Danish government, 

EU,  pensions funds and investors that have 

interests in the occupied territories . We need to 

bring awareness and inform on the existing trade 

agreements between EU and Morocco. Finally it is 

important to support local activists in Western 

Sahara. 

12. The Palestinian struggle - how to 

mobilize and resists worldwide, making 

activism effective “far from home” 

The workshops discussion rounded many different 

areas and aspects of the Palestinian struggle: 

Whether the movement should distance itself from 

armed action to oppression; the importance of 

context to the boykotts, divestments and sanctions 

possible; and important areas to further boykotts. 

In a Danish context, it was suggested to focus on 

engaging Danish students in the BDS movement, 

especially in the form of an academic boycott of 

Israel.  

13. Women’s role in activism and resistance. 

Identifying vulnerabilities and strengthening 

participation and visibility. 

We need to fight for structural changes on a longer 

term to dismantle patriarchy. We can do this 

globally by building alliances to have an open 

dialogue open for listening and learning from others. 

We should reclaim feminism and find analytical 

methods to analyze power struggles in the global 

movement.  

14. Sustainable alternatives to extractivism. 

What are the possible alternatives, how do 

we make a just transition to sustainable 

development? 

The aim of the workshop was to identify and 

develop sustainable alternatives to extractivism, and 

how these can be furthered through activism. [We 

have not received a summary of this workshop] 

15. The finance sector and their bad ethics - 

tax evasion, tax havens, financialisation. How 

can we fight back, locally and globally? 

Different potential ways of action were discussed. 

Among those were the idea of ‘naming and shaming’ 

concrete brands challenging their CSR profiles; 

pushing for divestment in tax havens; proposing 

clear policy solutions. The participants also 
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discussed policy alternatives, i.e. mandatory 

transparency, country-by-country reporting, 

investment screening for tax evasions, and many 

more alternatives.  

16. CANCELLED 

17.  CANCELLED 

18. Radicalism on the rise worldwide. 

Common traits and differences in the fight 

against fascism and right-wing populism. 

The workshop showed the many different ways that 

this struggle can take form, even within a European 

context. In Denmark a central issue of center 

parties moving further right was identified, as this 

gives way for parties to move to the far-right. 

Identified a need to create a counter-culture against 

right-wing populism, where Social Media can be 

used to raise voices of new heroes and idols, to 

bring attention to this and learn from each other 

globally. Also “naming-and-shaming” was discussed 

as an alternative in terms of bringing to light who 

pulls the strings of populism.  

19. Clothing production in the Global South: 

Ensuring due diligence 

“Naming-and-shaming” and boycotting was 

discussed as concrete resistance against the clothing 

production. We need to claim better conditions for 

the workers in the industry by informing and 

encouraging in campaigns. Global Aktion’s new 

working group Labour Action was already in the 

process of organizing a demonstration against 

Uniqlo, and this was also discussed. One of the 

concrete ideas that came up and was used on the 

day of the action was to use signs showing 

contracts from a Danish and an Indonesian worker, 

respectively. 
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Conclusion of 
workshops 
In the following section, you will find each of the 

documents that we have received from the 

facilitators of the workshops. These are more in-

depth description of discussion points and 

conclusions for each workshop. We apologize that 

a few evaluations are missing, as we have been 

unable to obtain them. 

Unfortunately, we have not received any 

conclusions or summaries from the following 

workshops, and so we have not been able to 

include them. We apologise for this, but is has sadly 

been out of our control, as the organising group 

was not able to attend every workshop at the day, 

and so we have been dependent on summaries 

from facilitators, which we have not received. 

 4. The role of NGO’s in relation to marine 

resources, in Denmark and globally: Should 

the marine resources be privatized, or 

should it be conservation? Are there other 

alternatives? 

 5. When your education becomes 

privatized 

 7. International organisations working with 

trade unions and workers' rights. How can 

unions be used in progressive forms of 

activism worldwide? 

 9. Resisting and opposing free trade - and 

how to set another agenda. 

 14. Sustainable alternatives to extractivism. 

What are the possible alternatives, how do 

we make a just transition to sustainable 

development? 

The table of contents will help you navigate in the 

following pages, so you can more easily find the 

document you are looking for:  

Workshop 1: Dispossession of land, solidarity 

with people living under occupation, and 

minorities living inside or outside occupied 

territories………………………………...…..……9 

Workshop 2: The shrinking space of civil society 

globally. What does it mean to be an activist in 

very repressive environments? How do we push 

back while staying safe?…………………….10-11 

Workshop 3: The fight against transnational 

corporations. Focus on resistance, alternatives 

and better utilization of natural 

resources……………………………………. 12-13 

Workshop 6: Building an genuine climate-labor 

alliance…………………………………………. 14 

Workshop 8: Industrialized agriculture destroys 

people, the environment and the climate. Where 

is the alternative? …………………..… 15 

 

Workshop 10: Art, culture and resistance. How 

can this be used as activism to influence, garner 

support, create awareness and consolidate 

movements? ……………………………………. 15 

Workshop 11: Western Sahara – how do we 

influence resource grabbing and garner political 

support? ……………………………………...… 16 

Workshop 12: The Palestinian struggle – how to 

mobilise and resist worldwide, making activist 

effective “far from home”………………... 17 -18 

Workshop 13: Women’s role in activism and 

resistance. Identifying vulnerabilities and 

strengthening participation and visibility…. 19 

Workshop 15: The finance sector and their bad 

ethics – tax evasion, tax havens, financialisation. 

How can we fight back, locally and 

globally?...................................................... 20 

Workshop 18: Radicalism on the rise worldwide. 

Common traits and differences in the fight 

against fascism and right-wing populism……. 21 

Workshop 19: Clothing production in the global 

south – enduring due diligence………….... 22-23 
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1. Dispossession of land, 

solidarity with people living 

under occupation, and 

minorities living inside or 

outside occupied territories. 

We started out discussing some of the properties 

of the occupation of Western Sahara and Palestine. 

Some similarities where identified, such as regime 

tactics, settlements and population/demographics 

manipulation. However, many central differences 

between the two struggles remain – e.g. the media 

blockage of Western Sahara and the 

underdeveloped understanding in the international 

community vs the high levels of violence in the 

Palestinian struggle and its strong ideological left-

wing narrative.   

We tried to understand possibilities of creating 

solidarity between the two causes. (Palestinian 

leaders tend not to recognize the Saharawi struggle, 

probably because of Moroccan ties, but the 

Palestinians can be convinced if informed) 

In order to create some action points, we first 

identified some success-stories. 

Palestine:  

1) BDS (Boycott Divestment Sanction) movement is 

expanding -> the legitimacy of Israel is weakening. 

2) G4S forced to drop activities in occupied 

territories. 3) 13 Spanish cities are boycotting Israel.  

Western Sahara: 

1) Phosphate importing countries has dropped from 

around 10 to 2. 2) The Europeans Court of Justice 

recognizes the sovereignty of Western Sahara. 3) 

Photo documentation of abuses has started to 

emerge from the occupied territories.  

 

 

 

 

Action points: 

 Pressure MEP’s regarding EU Morocco 

trade agreements. 

 Push for a Scandinavian fact-finding mission 

to occupied Western Sahara.  

 Write letter to Moroccan minister of 

justice to demand release of political 

prisoners. 

 ‘Reveal’ EU’s actions towards Western 

Sahara and Palestine through public 

meetings. 

 Boycott tourism in Morocco. 

 Join the boycott Eurovision (held in Tel 

Aviv) movement. 

 Humanity for Palestine: Walk from the 

Hague to Palestine April 2020 

 Join forces and closer collaboration 

between Western Sahara and Palestine 

activists.  

 Support and solidarity with media activist 

in occupied Western Sahara. 
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2. The shrinking space of 

civil society globally. What 

does it mean to be an activist 

in very repressive 

environments? How do we 

push back, while staying 

safe? 

Rough list of participants and their inputs:  

 Sex og samfund: Students in school think 

they need approval from principals to take 

action or participate in civic activities 

 Global aktion activists: Administrative 

repressive laws; Zimbabwe – oppressive 

action from government regarding petrol, 

people arrested for demonstrating 

peacefully; Administrative rules in 

Zimbabwe and Tanzania – paying for 

access to internet and getting fined even 

higher if access has not been granted by 

government; Dismantle corporate impunity 

– opt in union leaders 

 Global studies student: Border control and 

refuges 

 ActionAid/Mellemfolkeligt Samvirke: 

Vietnam – civic shrinking space 

collaboration with international to 

recognize commonalities 

 Jordens venner (Swedish organisation): 

Fragmented civil society is not mentioned 

in freedom house overview. Eastern 

Europe is wiped out from global meetings. 

Class struggle must unite with the urban 

class struggle. Deal with what we are doing 

right now and how it is fragmented 

 Activist from Mozambique: Licensing and 

fees to establish an organization. Spend 12-

15 minimum wages. Right to march was 

allowed as long as authorities were 

informed. But now the authorities not 

accept the paper so the documentation 

isn’t there. People are scared to be 

associated with other civic groups i.e.. 

Muslims. Mozambique spend 140 million 

dollars to surveil internet and mobiles and 

used as extension of surveillance. Former 

soviet union which surveillance system has 

now been digitalized.  

Been guided into civic space that power 

holders essentially control through 

financing and running around in circle that 

they decide and making one unaware that 

they are moving out of civil society. Those 

who really rebel will feel it. China puts a 

lot of knowledge on digital control. 

Creates service providers NGO that 

dominate civic space and leaves them 

corporate as they happily work with 

corporations. There is more complexity to 

it. Civil society becoming a bureaucratic 

process. Solution: gather civil society and 

challenge those like freedom house who 

are defining the terms of freedom. Hurdled 

like cattle 

 School teacher: Global sales of institutions 

i.e. Goldman Sachs. Short term solution to 

a dysfunctional society. NGOs are 

important. Not throwing away what is bad, 

if we do not have another alternative. 

Democracy is kind of dark light. A 

functioning and working solution for 

everyone.  

 International Forum: sabatist women rebel 

groups in Mexico. Student groups used to 

be powerful. Civil society is so free in dk, 

how come people are doing so little.  

 Civic space is also about individuality, 

capitalist subjects, because we think about 

ourselves first, or lectures to get off for 

demonstrations, think about ourselves 

before the struggles and how we protest 

or not protest.  

 Radicalization of our own struggle is not 

there. Nobody claims civic space. 
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Participants were split into groups and 

each discussed different themes: 

Group 1 - Student group - Access to information 

Actions: relatability; when one does activism, when 

fighting for a cause, how one can make it relatable. 

Invest more time to make it relatable to others.  

Discussing this topic is complex because people 

have different angles to it and focus on the civil 

society in the context you are in. Not much 

activism in student groups in the north. Maybe if 

one is comfortable and doesn’t have need to go out 

or protest or fight. Young students can understand 

the importance of their activism and how that 

affects others. Climate is a future space that is at 

that stake. Make youth understand how it can affect 

them. Little action is also action.  

Realizing the importance of organization about this, 

and talking about it, and what people want to do 

with the activism that they do. Not neglect the 

identification as it not only is about unequal 

distribution of knowledge. A cause needs to be 

relatable to motivate people. Social media 

important to make people engaged.  

Group 2 – global perspectives 

1. Build alliances is important to change the 

world. Bridging the gap between north and 

the south. Move away from north/south 

concept. Dimensions of the fight are 

different, but it is important to cross 

divides and realize it is the same struggle. 

Catching up with movements and having 

different focus. We are up against the same 

unjust system. We need to unite and build 

alliances. 

2. Enriching minds during agency. Give 

students agency to provide agency in their 

life.  Provide workshops that provides 

critical thoughts. Both change in 

educational system and low part.  

3. Visions of where we want to go. 

Conceptualize alternatives . world social 

forum. See that another world is possible 

and even necessary now. We want to 

survive on this planet. More just equal and 

sustainable world.  

 

Group 3 - activism 

1. Shrinking civil society is not a concept – 

instead repression, co-opt, the way it is 

structured. Develop more critically discuss 

what shrinking space is. We need it to 

defend.  

2. Making activism normal and natural and 

part of being a citizen and being an activist 

citizen. Campaign that could normalize 

being and activist.  

3. Dialogue when participating in other for 

putting self reflecting on how are we 

defining ourselves within that space. And 

how are we doing that activism to perform 

certain outputs that have been given or are 

we changing certain conditions we have 

been looking at. Reclaim the space on a 

daily level.  

4. Ngo label no content. We have to self-

reflect and develop our own concept.  

5. Finding clear case-studies about shrinking 

space. Human rights and anti human rights 

and haven’t mentioned about Ukraine 

killings. Dangerous human rights industry 

albeit useful. Case-studies are necessary 

and why don’t we relate to it. Structure of 

NGOs are dangerous we should be one 

movement, and not separate movements.  

Actions to be done 

 Make it more common that “we” are not 

helping them 

 Claiming the free space – stronger activist 

voices claiming the space 

 Focus on trees and not the forest of 

repression and oppression  

 Claiming space  

 And self reflect on issues. is my civic space 

shrinking ?  

 Case studies so we can learn from each 

other.  
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3. The fight against 

transnational corporations. 

Focus on resistance, 

alternatives and better 

utilisation of natural 

resources. 

The discussions started out with the group 

brainstorming on the key issues in relations to the 

topic.  

 

First of all, we identified that the topic 

is extremely complex, with many 

different systems and actors making it 

very hard to navigate towards one, 

clear line of action. Capitalism, unequal 

power balances between peoples and 

corporations, livelihoods and 

dependency, and so forth. 

Some of the main points of the many key 

issues identified:  

 The criminalization of resistance – people 

who fight back against corporations get 

fired, criminalized, intimidated and 

murdered. A number of massacres (e.g. 

Marikana Massacre) can be seen as horrible 

examples of how human lives can be taken 

without any repercussions for 

corporations or state actors.  

 Division in the struggle – this took up a big 

part of the discussion. There is a division 

within the struggle, as some people believe 

that renewable energy is the way to go, 

where others find that this is simply 

creating a new mega conglomerate and 

that degrowth is the way to go. We 

discussed whether it will be more fruitful 

to think short term (renewable energy � 

a transition that can happen more quickly, 

and we are already pressed for time in 

regards to the climate) or to think long 

term (degrowth � would need to tackle 

capitalist systems and consumerism in 

order to be effective, here just transition is 

also a concern). 

 Legislation that benefits corporations - 

both in terms of the ISDS, and the fact that 

politicians, states and corporations are 

joining together. And the lack of anything 

to hold those accountable (e.g. UN binding 

treaty), creating complete corporate 

impunity in regards to human rights abuses 

and so forth.  

 Language barriers – Part of global 

movements is to connect struggle on 

smaller, local levels in one global 

movement of resistance. This is very 

difficult in terms of language barriers, as 

local communities do not have the 

resources to translate from and to a 

common language (English). 

 Reliability and credibility of literature – 

Within academics, research in relations to 

this is a) underfunded and b) does not have 

as strong a voice as other areas of 

research. This makes it hard to make 

strong arguments with backing in solid 

academics.  

 Schools of teaching and thought – The way 

today’s students are being taught is mostly 

in the neo-liberal school of thought. This 

creates a neo-liberal society per default. 

 Funding and capacity building at a grass-

root level 

 Creating sustainable livelihoods/alternatives 

– many local communities are dependent 

on mines etc. to make a living. They cannot 

be forgotten if we are to fight those same 

mining companies.  

 Countries in debt – makes it hard to 

decline offers from mega corporations, 

however unfairly distributed the fruits of a 

cooperation will be. Creates inequal 

powerstructures per default. While it 
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would be ideal, it seems completely 

unrealistic that this debt will ever be 

settled. 

 

As we moved on to brainstorm solutions to some 

of these identified issues, we first had a discussion 

about where it would make sense to focus. As 

many of these issues are so incredibly difficult to 

tackle, especially from a grass-root level, the 

discussions turned to focus on ways to strengthen 

resistance at the grass-root level. The idea behind 

this is to focus on pushing this topic into being an 

issue discussed within the mainstream, as the group 

sadly agreed that many of the systematical issues of 

debt, unequal power structures and legislation is 

hard to tackle at the grass-root level. 

 

Ideas and actions discussed: 

 Creating a resource sharing network, 

where activists across the globe can 

support each other in terms of translation, 

sharing messages with media, etc. 

 Thinking past resistance: In many cases, the 

resistance against TNCs takes the shape of 

occupations, blockades, etc (e.g. Ende 

Gelände and many others). While these 

should definitely be seen as successes, they 

are short term solutions to long term 

issues. The success of blockades often only 

moves the corporation to another area, or 

stops operations for a shorter period of 

time. Therefore it is not fruitful for the 

resistance movement to keep focusing on 

this strategy – instead we need to create 

more alternatives (in terms of jobs, 

consumerist behavior, etc. etc) to take 

away the power from the TNCs.  

 The goldmarket is one of the more 

straightforward areas to focus on. 

Disvestment is possible through better 

systems to recycle and re-use gold. There 

is currently more than enough gold in the 

world to supply for consumerist needs, 

and if only there were better systems of 

recycling and reusing, there would be no 

need to mine for more gold.  

 The same goes for electronics, which is 

another area that is responsible for a lot of 

destructive extractivism, and where we 

simply do not have enough systems in 

place to make electronics less perishable 

(reuse and recycling). 

 The housing struggle in Copenhagen and 

most other capitals and major cities of the 

world is an example of a struggle, that can 

be turned around and used for a greater 

purpose. Focusing on living collectively and 

changing lifestyles in accordance with this 

is becoming more popular, and more work 

should be done to make this both 

attractive and “trendy”, as it is a great 

example of degrowth while simultaneously 

solving an issue. This will also take power 

away from TNCs and states that seek to 

expand housing areas at ridiculous costs, 

and at the expense of the environment.  

 In the local struggles, it makes sense to 

focus on strengthening each case in terms 

of good lawyers and legal advisors. There 

are success stories of finding legal 

loopholes that can be used as 

opportunities for resistance, but this is 

often not within the capacity of the 

communities themselves. Therefore this is 

something we need to focus on in our 

partnerships. 
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6. Building a genuine 

climate-labor alliance 

22 people participated in the workshop. Many 

different perspectives and views. 4-5 people were of 

a union background. 

The workshop started with some main discussions, 

and following this the participants were split into 

smaller groups in several rounds. 

The goal of the first round of group work was to 

identify key actors, that could be included in the 

climate struggle, and who could be persuaded to 

become active parts in this. 

The goal of the second round of workshops was to 

come up with ideas for how to get in dialogue with 

these groups and to engage them in the struggle.  

Ideas identified of who to include in the 

climate struggle:  

 Local unions or labour groups, who 

organise workers that work with climate 

friendly production - i.e. wind turbines and 

solar energy systems.  

 Go into dialogue with different unions, 

about how they can take part in the 

climate struggle. Wait to contact the “hard 

ones”, i.e. metal workers etc. Start with 

the groups that are more keen on 

engaging. 

 Invite stewards from unions to be speakers 

and presenters at climate demonstrations, 

meetings and events.  

 Important to communicate in the most 

appropriate language, as some labour 

groups will not have many english 

speakers. 

 Influence students to open the doors to 

their parents, so they will bring up issues in 

their unions. 

Ideas identifies as how to engage these 

actors:  

 Contact the biggest unions and labour 

groups in DK, as if they will calculate the 

consequences of their members in terms 

of climate change. 

 Ask the biggest unions to engage in a 

dialogue about how to prevent their 

members from suffering more than 

necessary from changes. 

 Create a group that gathers stewards that 

are concerned about the climate. Have 

them travel collectively to meet stewards 

from the Global South.  
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8. Industrialized agriculture 

destroys people, the 

environment and the climate. 

Where is the alternative? 

We are alienated from food - we don't 

know what it is, or where it comes from. 

We need to reaquaint ourselves with 

our food. 

The fight against industrialised agriculture has to go 

hand-in-hand with social justice. Ex. organic 

production that can be sould to the priviliged 

groups in society is not a sustainable solution.  

Industrialised agriculture has to be seen in a historic 

perspective of capitalism. 

Capitalism must fall! 

There are existing alternatives out there!  

An entrance to working with these issues is through 

public schools (folkeskolen). The teaching should 

include connection to food (visiting farms, growing 

stuff) - but also teachings on feminism, our 

economic systems, and other topics related to 

social justice. We could make a campaign on 

changing the curriculm, and engage parents, 

environmental organisations, teachers organisations.  

Focus on local connections and engagement - bound 

to a political narrative. For example an entrance to 

activism is engaging in Københavns 

Fødevarefællesskab or do a course in gardening. It's 

a practical tool that can develop into a political 

analysis. 

 

 

 

 

 

10. Art, culture and 

resistance. How can this be 

used as activism to 

influence, garner support 

and create awareness and 

consolidate movements? 

The central theme was global responsibility in 

relation to the art world. The workshop worked 

mostly with activism in relation to a cultural 

boykott, focusing on the museum industry.  

We discussed how the art world, which is usually 

seen as being neutral, also has a responsibility in 

relations to who they are sponsored by, who they 

engage with, and so forth.  

To put an example into a Danish context, we 

discussed what would be done if Louisiana was 

sponsored by for example Shell. It is not 

unthinkable, and happens many other places in the 

world. In the same way, museums and art 

installations can be sponsored by oppressive states 

or states that support oppression. Here, one can 

talk about a sort of “art washing”, which is used by 

a state or actor to brand themselves positively.  

It is important to inform consumers of 

the art world about the possibility of 

problematic sponsors, and the 

importance of being aware and critical. 

It is equally important to have artist 

take a stand. 

The art world needs to organise, to become more 

independent and self-sufficient in terms of 

sponsorates. To create awareness and focus on this, 

it is important to organise a movement of activism, 

that informs consumers and artists, to empower 

them to act appropriately in the given context. 
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11. Western Sahara - how 

do we influence resource 

grabbing and garner political 

support? 

From the outset we discussed the occupation of 

Western Sahara, the role of resource grabbing in 

the conflict and what this means for the Saharawi 

living in occupied Western Sahara, who are 

marginalized and only rarely is offered job 

opportunities stemming from the plunder. We 

identified some of the most important economic 

sectors for the Moroccan occupation of Western 

Sahara. 

The export of Phosphates (At the moment only 

to India and New Zealand, international shipping 

companies has been involved, amongst these 

Danish)  

Fisheries (Mainly Spanish fishing vessels) 

Renewables (Large windmill parks has been raised 

in the occupied territories, mainly by 

German/Danish/Spanish Siemens AG and Italien 

Enel) 

Search for offshore oil (Done by rathe small 

unknown European and American oil companies, 

not much activity atm) 

 

Furthermore, we discussed the importance of EU’s 

role in the resource grabbing. Contrary to a 

European Court of Justice ruling, which claims that 

trading goods from Western Sahara requires an 

active consent of the Saharawi, EU continues to set 

up trade agreements which include occupied 

Western Sahara. EU is Morocco largest trading 

partner, so EU play a central role in economically 

legitimizing the occupation of Western Sahara. 

 

 

 

Our calls for action largely followed two tracks: 

One which puts pressure on stakeholders who 

benefits from and upholds the resource grabbing, 

and one which seeks to raise awareness of the issue 

in the public sphere. These two tracks can work 

independently but should in the long run enhance 

one another.  

Action Points: 

 Put pressure on national and especially EU 

parliamentarians who vote for the illigal 

trade agreements including Western 

Sahara.    

 Write investors (e.g. banks) who invest in 

companies benefitting from the occupation 

of Western Sahara. 

 Write the most well-known companies 

who are involved in Western Sahara. 

Create awareness about the issue, in a 

way that is not only about resources 

and court rulings, but puts a face on the 

Saharawi struggle, by: 

 Information meetings/events, raising the 

Western Sahara question in the upcoming 

EU parliamentary elections. 

 Sharing Saharawi media activist stories on 

different media platforms (SoMe and 

traditional media). 

 Public meetings and movie events, showing 

Saharawi documentaries. 
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12. The Palestinian struggle - 

how to mobilize and resists 

worldwide, making activism 

effective “far from home”. 

In the workshop, Samir Eskanda from the Boykott, 

Divestment, Sanctions movement (BDS) was a main 

speaker, and three activists from the Danish 

organisation Boykot Israel participated. We had a 

chance to go into details with BDS’ politics.  

This was the first time that Boykot Israel activists 

met with an international BDS representative face 

to face, and it offered an opportunity to understand 

many important areas of BDS’ politics and practice. 

Furthermore, a participant in the workshop was 

Alex Hotz, speaker at the conference and activist in 

BDS South Africa.  

Firstly, a brief presentation of Palestine's 

history. All palestinians are suffering from israeli 

apartheid, this goes for palestinians in israel who are 

victims of discrimination in the form of dusins of 

discriminating laws (ex. Welfare laws), but it also 

counts Palestinians living in the areas occupied in 

1967, who are subjects to apartheid in countless 

ways. Furthermore, it counts palestinians in the 

diaspora, which is half of the palestinian people, 

who live outside of Palestine, because they - during 

the Nakba in 1948 - were displaced from Palestine. 

BDS’ politics is related to all three groups of 

palestinians, with the following demands: Stop 

apartheid, stop the occupation, and the right to 

return. All of these demands are founded in UN 

resolutions.  

Brief presentation of the history of the 

Boykot Israel campaign. It was started in April 

of 2002, and was from the start aimed at a general 

boykot of Israel. It is an independent campaign, but 

is associated with BDS and has made many 

campaigns with BDS (H&M, G4S, Ahava, 

Sodastream, Round Table, Eurovision 2019, etc.). 

The main activity through the years has been 

sanctions to supermarkets, approx. once a month. 

Current focus is the boykot of medjoul dates, which 

the big supermarket chains in Denmark are selling.  

According to Samir, the BDS is a “rights based 

movement, not a solution-based movement”. This 

means that BDS grounds its politics to UN 

resolutions and international humanitarian law, and 

thus does not have a position on a one-state or 

two-state solution. Samir underlined that the BDS 

movement does not encourage the boykot of 

individuals, but the boykot of institutions or 

representatives of institutions. This means you 

don’t boykot Israeli Jews, but only institutions or 

people who represent the state of Israel.  

It was brought up as an issue that BDS distances 

itself from armed combat, as this is a legitimate 

resistance form, seeing as the Palestinians are an 

occupied people, so according to the UN, they have 

a right to every form of resistance. This is a 

question that several BDS groups have also 

discussed, but it was underlined that the BDS policy 

is context dependent. 

In the second part of the workshop, solidarity 

and activism was discussed. Here we focused on the 

current campaign “Boykot Eurovision 2019” with 

Israel as a hosting country. There are many 

international Eurovision activities, and dusins of 

LGBT groups are supporting the boykot of 

Eurovision, as does the Jewish Voice for Peace.  

 Boykot Israels campaign representative 

talked about plans and activities in relations 

to the Eurovision campaign 

(www.boykotisrael.dk and 

facebook.com/boykotisrael.dk). Samir 

suggested that Boykot Israel should have 

famous Danish artists write an open letter 

to the Melodi Grand Prix-winner Leonora, 

whose winning numer is Love is Forever. 

 BDS encourages to boykot the 

multinational corporation Puma, which 

sponsors the israeli football association 

IFA, thus acknowledging the six israeli 

clubs in the illegal settlements. Puma is 

thus supporting the occupying power 

Israel, and is white-washing Israel’s crimes 

against palestinians. 

http://www.boykotisrael.dk/
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 Christian Juhl, MP from the Red Green 

Alliance said that his party has suggested 

that Denmark - like Ireland will possibly do 

- should ban the import of products from 

the settlements. Still awaiting Ireland’s final 

approval of the decision. 

 Also discussed the weapon embargo against 

Israel, which according to BDS is an 

important area to boykot. Christian Juhl 

talked about the course of Danish weapon 

purchase from the israeli weapon producer 

Elbit Systems. Following many protests and 

delays due to the parliamentary elections, 

it became a limited purchase from Elbit 

System’s subsidiary, and not a huge 

purchase of artillery. Nonetheless, the 

situation is that the Danish state is trading 

with Elbit Systems, which is blacklisted by 

the Danish pension funds PKA and PFA, 

Danske Bank and the Norske Oliefond.  

 The Danish foreign minister Samuelsen has, 

following a visit with Netanyahu in May 

2018 - dropped donations to many 

palestinian NGOs that support the BDS. 

Has also made a reduced plan for support 

to palestinian NGOs.  

 BDS has just recently sent out principals 

for the boykot of tourism to Israel, also 

religious tourism. 

 Talked about the many BDS victories from 

the past few years, which has led to Israel 

initiating what can be seen as a war against 

BDS - by setting a committee which has 

millions available to fight BDS. Israel, and 

its powerful friends like France’s president 

Macron, has initialised a campaign trying to 

equate antisemitism to antizionism. The 

Danish bourgeois newspaper 

Jyllandsposten has through a leader 

marketed the same idea.  

 A suggestion was made to contact the 

Danish Students Association and have the 

students engage in an active boykot of 

Israel, i.e. an academic boykot.  

 It was suggested to use the upcoming EP 

elections to discuss EUs position on the 

palestinian conflict, and to reveal EUs 

imperial and hypocritical character, i.e. that 

EU maintains the association agreement with 

Israel, even though the agreement states 

that it is only valid if both parts respec the 

human rights. 

 Encouraged the use of 

www.whoprofits.org (Who Profits from 

The Occupation) to follow Israels illegal 

settlement production, and corporations 

working in the occupied territories. Good 

reports written by Who Profits also 

available. 

 

Lastly, Samir said that it is giving hope to the future 

that tens of thousands of unarmed demonstrants in 

Gaza since the 30th of March 2018 has used The 

Long March of Return to demonstrate every Friday - 

for the right to return and to stop the siege of 

Gaza, and to continue the march. 

  

http://www.whoprofits.org/
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13. Women’s role in activism 

and resistance. Identifying 

vulnerabilities and 

strengthening participation 

and visibility. 

There must be a balance between 

solidarity towards the indigenous 

women and co-opting their voices 

 Conclusions:  

 Structural changes on a longer term and 

dismantling patriarchy 

 Share each others platform and lift each 

other up  

 Encourage self-reflection in our 

movements personally and politically 

 Be aware of small victories in everyday life 

and stand-up.  Take action in everyday life 

in small issues.  

 Engage in dialogue with social media 

influencers on their narrow scope on 

feminism and the effect of their work, and 

show them how it affects the population 

 To have open dialogue and listening, 

learning from others. Invite a broad mass 

to ensure that people are heard. Building 

alliances with other groups (ie. Men) 

 Reclaiming feminism from pop culture, 

calling out when things are called feminism 

when it is not. Calling out #metoo, calling 

out corporations buying in on feminism  

 Traits of defining a feminist leader and a 

feminist organization and showing 

examples.  

 Finding analytical methods to analyze 

power struggles in the movement. 

Elaborate tools of analysis of women 

getting influence besides gender 

mainstreaming. 
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15. The finance sector and 

their bad ethics - tax 

evasion, tax havens, 

financialisation. How can be 

fight back, locally and 

globally? 

Form: 

The workshop was facilitated by Ashok Subron 

(CARES Mauritius) and Magnus (trade policy group, 

Afrika Kontakt) and had around 14 participants. The 

form of the workshop was this: introduction of 

participants; introduction to tax evasion, partly in an 

Mauritiusian perspective, by Ashok; discussion on 

contents; division in two groups and discussion on 

alternatives and ways of action; group 

presentations. 

The substance: 

Talking about the workings of tax evasion and the 

like, we touched upon general concepts of tax 

havens, non-double taxation, currency speculation 

(hot money), reinvoicing, shadow banking and 

transfer mispricing, laying out the fundamentals. 

Ashok also gave an interesting insight to the 

situation of Mauritius, which – being a tax haven 

itself – experiences the issue from a different angle 

than Denmark. He stressed how tax evasion does 

not benefit the people of the tax havens themselves 

and how investing tax evaders get sorts of package 

deals including citizenship and parallel communities. 

The issue’s being integral to the broader unfair 

political-economic paradigm was shallowly 

emphasized. 

Ways of action: 

Different potential ways of action were discussed. 

Among those were the idea of ‘naming and shaming’ 

concrete brands challenging their CSR profiles; 

pushing for divestment in tax havens; proposing 

clear policy solutions since tax evasion sparks 

popular rage but to many seems to complex; and 

pushing EP candidates and members since the 

argument “Denmark is too little a fish in the sea to 

do anything about it” is way less applicable to EU, 

the world’s biggest economy. 

Policy alternatives: 

The groups also discussed policy alternatives. 

Among those were: 

 country-by-country reporting; mandatory 

transparency; 

 currency exchange tax; 

 Tobin tax; 

 investment screening for tax evasion; 

 giving back states power to control capital 

flows; 

 giving custom authorities power back to 

control and withhold illicit capital flows, 

hereunder critical invoices which can be 

invoices suspiciously differing from Brussels 

Definition of Value or similar register; 

 and conditional and critical renegotiation 

of non-double taxation treaties. 

Thoughts: 

The workshop was both interesting and important, 

not least because of the issue’s essentiality to the 

global economy and inequality. There were some 

challenges, though. The participants had differing 

levels of knowledge about the topics and for the 

most knowledgeable participants, a resource person 

with a more technical than activist approach would 

have been appreciated, especially in relation to 

alternatives, since it is an issue that otherwise too 

easily becomes vague and abstract. This links to the 

way forward. There may not be the resources at 

hand to outline an action-oriented way forward, 

making the brainstorm about “what could be 

done?” rather than “what could we do?”. This 

seems to be an inherent conditional challenge to 

this and perhaps other workshops. But the 

workshop proved educational and thought-sparking 

and that serves an important purpose as well, not 

least in the long run. 
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18. Radicalism on the rise 

worldwide. Common traits 

and differences in the fight 

against fascism and right-

wing populism. 

The workshop had 19 participants, who all had very 

different perspectives and approaches to the issues. 

The initial discussions showed the many very 

different perspectives of the radicalist uprising, even 

within a European context. It highlighted the fact 

that even within closely located countries in the 

world, there are perhaps more differences than 

there are common traits in the fight against fascism 

and right-wing populism. I.e. discussions on different 

perspectives of what it means to be right-wing or 

left-wing. 

Some of the main actions and issues 

identified were:  

 That the Social Democrats of Denmark 

(and parties that are similar in other 

countries) have moved to the right in 

recent years. This has opened the door for 

right-wing populists to gain power and 

political influence.  

 Therefore, the Social Democrats and 

similar parties play a central role in 

countering the right-wing populist 

movement.  

 Therefore, we have to work on the 

supporting base of these parties:  

o  Have the labour unions put right-

wing populism on their agenda, 

ask them to take a stance on the 

issue. 

o Address social democrats in the 

local communities - these are the 

ones who elect their candidates. 

Include them to actively engage in 

local work to counter right-wing 

populism, by having them do 

presentations, speeches, 

participate or contribute in other 

ways.  

o Engage DSU and Frit Forum 

actively 

 Create a counter-culture. Use Social Media 

to create and highlight new heroes, who 

are anti-racism and who can address and 

create awareness about the causes of the 

movements.  

In a global context:  

 Learn from each other and engage in 

dialogues about the struggles against right 

wing populism.  

 Reveal who are the actors and mechanisms 

responsible for backing and supporting the 

right wing populists. 

 Within WU find examples of the “nice” 

parties within the EU that are still 

cooperating with right wing populists 
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19. Clothing production in 

the Global South: Ensuring 

due diligence 

Main issues in the clothing industry 

 We live in a globalized world but no 

globalized legal system.  

 When its international there are no laws. 

In this content the power is in the 

transnational companies hands which can 

result that workers are minimum payed, 

no living wage, no voices is being heard in 

the system.  

 Governmental structures put people in jail.  

 Many workers have short term contracts 

and with no rights  

 Gender discrimination is related to the 

production in the factories. Ex. Pregnant 

women  

 Factories collapse with locked doors – 

how can the workers escape? Building 

safety can help. 

 Factory owners in countries pressure on 

the prices – they can change to new 

geographical factories for cheaper.  

 Peoples rights vs. corporation.  

  1-3% of the money goes to the labour. 

This is less than 50% of the living wage or 

less, which means that people have to 

work for more hours �living wage is 

needed!! 

 There are a set of principles, but they are 

not mandatory (all nations signed them, to 

protect workers in the global production).  

 Transparency is needed – layout 

everything! 

 Corporate lobbying – race in the bottom 

with cheap dormant and labour 

Discussion:  

 Example with clothes being made in 

Albania, but in the tags its being written 

“Made in Italy” – many materials in one 

clothing, which makes it difficult to track all 

the way back. You can only read the last 

part in the tag.  

 Medias influence! Medias can be misleading 

“this clothing makes you more happy – buy 

2, get one for free” 

 Frustration is a primary feeling – use it! 

Fight against it! 

 Its easy to replace people in the factories. 

� bigger increase in pollution in different 

countries ex. Skin diseases and the climate.  

 The medias big impact can be used in 

another way – to help 

 Don’t buy things so cheap, it wont last for 

longer. Clothes from the 70s is still lasting. 

Recycle more and promote it. How can it 

be promoted? 

 If you buy organic clothes, is it any better? 

It doesn’t change on the ground level: the 

factories.  

 “sandblasting” is abandoned in the UK, but 

they receive gods that have been 

sandblasted, just in another country.  

 Harmful substances. A check up on these 

things is needed. It calls for reinforcement 

of laws.  

 Brands focus on organic production more 

than social issues 

Conclusions and alternatives  

 Transparency – see a list of people, 

women, address of factories, living wage 
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(for the workers, so they can contact 

organizations if it doesn’t live up to the 

standards) 

 Engage the workers and open for the 

voices (this is a big challenge in China)  

 Characteristics in different fields because 

of different issues in different areas. Ex. 

Leather is very harmful for both people 

and the environment 

 A few organizations rate factories – we 

need more of this ex. A “trustpilot” 

 Change the whole business model! 

 “naming and shaming” 

 Use the youth both to raise awareness and 

in the education system 

 Collective actions. Not only nationally but 

gobally   

 Modest living 

 It’s a systemic problem. Boycott labels! 

 Idea to the Uniqlo action: together with 

the contracts, create and post your own 

contract – put Uniqlo there 

 Building safety! 

New word: 

MODERATION/NØJSOMHED 

 

 


